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A 
Absences – If a student should miss school because of illness or a death in the immediate family, please send in a note excusing the absence upon the return of the student to school.



Students receive one day for every missed day to make up any work.

AKS – Academic Knowledge and Skills –This is Gwinnett County’s Curriculum.  Each grade level has specific AKS that must be covered throughout the year. Please refer the county website; www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us , for the AKS your child will learn this year.

Announcements – Morning announcements begin at 8:10
B
Birthdays –Students may bring a snack on their birthday to share with the class.  We will celebrate during lunch.  Be sure the snack sent in is an individual treat. Some examples of individual treats include cookies, cupcakes, brownies, Little Debbie Snack cakes, or ice cream treats such as ice cream sandwiches (We have access to a freezer).  You may also wish to purchase ice cream coupons from the front office and give to each child so they may get ice cream at lunch.


**Please note we have peanut allergies in class. 


Book Fair – The Media Center hosts a school wide Book Fair twice a year, one in the fall and another in the spring.  More information will come home when the date for the Book Fair gets closer.


Book Orders – Each month I will be sending home Scholastic Book Orders.  This is a great way to purchase books for your child.  If you wish to make a purchase, please make your checks payable to Scholastic.  NO CASH.
C
Class Parties – We will have two class parties.  One party will be held in December.  The second party will be held in May.


CogAT – Cognitive Abilities Test -This is a standardized test that will be given the week of September 20.  Its purpose is to measure a student’s cognitive ability.


Comprehension – This is a key element in our reading development.  Reading does not take place without comprehension, otherwise the child is simply word calling.


CRCT – Stands for Criterion Reference Competency Test.  This is a test given by the state of Georgia.  All students are required to take this test.  At this time, third graders are required to pass the test for promotion to fourth grade.  The CRCT will be given April 18-22 for third grade.

Cursive Handwriting- a form of handwriting which links together the individual letters of a word.
We will be learning the D’Nealian form of cursive.
D
Daily Agenda– Be sure to check your child’s agenda each day, review class work and homework.  Return the agenda to school the following day.  This is our main means to transport important information to and from school, i.e.:  lunch money, notes from home.  Please remind your child to leave these in the agenda and I will take them out as I check the folders in the morning.
Discipline Plan- Please refer to the handout for the specifics regarding our classroom discipline plan.

Division-  The mathematical operation of evenly distributing amounts.
E
Early Release – Twice a year the students will be released from school early in order for Parent/Teacher Conferences to be held.  Early Release dates are Monday October 3 and Tuesday October 4.  The second set of Early Release dates are Monday February 27 and Tuesday February 28.  Students will be released at approximately 11:30.

E-mail Address for Mrs. Sapp- kristen_sapp@gwinnett.k12.ga.us

E-mail Procedures – Typically the best way to reach me is by email.  If your email requires a response, please give me a minimum of 24 hours to reply.  

Do not send messages to your child through email. 

Estimation Station- Each week students will estimate what is in our container.  On Friday I will go through the numbers, and pull out the closest estimation to the actual number.  The winner will take the container home with the item inside, and fill it for our next week, and tell me the count when they bring it to class.  (Please make sure to fill the container with something that can go home with another student.) 
F
Field Day – No specifics have been released at this time.
Field Trips – TBA - We are in the process of planning our trip(s) for this year.  Watch for information coming home at a later date.
G
Mrs. Giles – She is the assistant principal responsible for third grade.  Please feel free to contact her with any questions or concern.  (678) 344-6100
debra_giles@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
Grading – Please refer to the Third Grade Grading procedures found in your Open House Packet.  


Grading Scale – This is the grading scale designed for third grade.
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H
Handwriting – Please refer to the handwriting packet found in your Open House Packet for specifics on handwriting.  This packet is from the Language Arts Coordinator for Gwinnett County.


Homework – Monday-Thursday your child will have reading homework of 20 minutes each night.  In addition to reading homework, students will respond to their reading in their response journal.  Additional homework may consist of math, comprehension, spelling, science, or social studies.
I
Ice Cream – Third grade does not have a specified ice cream day.  Students may purchase ice cream any day.  Students are responsible for keeping up with their ice cream money.  

ITBS- Stands for Iowa Test of Basic Skills.  Students in third and fifth grade are required to take this test.  Scores provide teachers with important information about student’s learning.  The ITBS will be given October 18-27 for third grade.
J
Journals- We have a handwriting journal we use to practice our handwriting.  We also have a Writing Journal where students work on their story writing most every day.  The spiral notebooks the students have are their Anytime Journals.  They can write any thoughts or ideas in this journal.  Additionally we will have color coded journals to correspond to each subject area.
K
Keep – Be sure to keep this at your fingertips to help answer any questions about our classroom.

L
Literacy Centers – Literacy Centers are a time for your child to practice their reading.  During this time we have guided reading, independent reading and writing, Media Center, Making Words, Listening Center, as well as a variety of other activities.  Students change centers approximately every fifteen minutes.  This is why it is so important for students to work independently and to keep on task.

Lunch – Our lunch time is 10:57-11:22.
Lunch Visitors – If you plan to join your child for lunch, please inform me in the event of schedule changes.  Meet us at the door outside the cafeteria.  I also ask that you say good-bye to your child at the cafeteria as we make our way back to the classroom.  Thank you for helping make these transition times smooth.
School policy states you may only eat with your child.  Friends may not join you.  

Please note: food from outside restaurants may not be brought into the cafeteria.
M
Making Numbers – Making Numbers is the number combinations put together to make a number.  For example: 2+3=5 is just one way to make the number 5.  There are a total of 6 possible ways to make 5 using addition.  We will work on Making Numbers through 10.

Math – We cover a large amount of concepts in math.  Some concepts include time, money, measurement, geometry, probability, and graphing.  Please refer to your AKS Handbook for all the specific concepts we will be covering.

Mrs. Sapp- Please feel free to contact me at anytime with questions or concerns.  Please allow 24 hours for a response.

Kristen_sapp@gwinnett.k12.ga.us

(678) 344-6100

Mrs. Shores– You may hear your child speak often of Mrs. Shores.  We team for instructional activities, and also pair up for lunch, recess, and many other fun activities.
Mrs. Thompson- All third grade students will go to Mrs. Thompson for Science and Social Studies instruction.

Medication – The clinic will administer any medication should your child need to take medication while at school.  Please note that no medication can be transported on the bus.  You will need to bring the medication to the clinic.


Multiplication- The students will model and use multiplication facts to 10x10 with understanding and fluency.
N
Newsletter – Our weekly news will be published by our grade level.  Paper copies will be sent home only until an electronic method is secured.
O
On Line Resources – The Starling Elementary webpage has links to different sites we find useful.  Please refer to our web page for help in reading, math, and language arts.

http://www.gwinnett.k12.ga.us/StarlingES/home.html
One Hundredth Day of School – A monumental event in the
 life of a primary student is the 100th Day of School.  We celebrate by doing many 
great math activities as we discover all the things we can do with the number 100. 
 This year the 100th day falls on January 20.
Organization –Organization is a key element in good work habits. We work on staying organized everyday.
P
Parent/Teacher Conferences – Parent/Teacher Conferences are an opportunity for us to discuss your child’s progress both socially and academically.  Please refer to Early Release for the Parent/Teacher Conference dates.


Parent Volunteers – We couldn’t do it without you!  Please contact me if you are able to donate your time or talents. Kristen_sapp@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
Progress Checks – At midterm and the end of the nine weeks you will receive an update on your child’s progress in all academic areas.  Look for more information to come.
Q
Quick Words – The Quick Words is a type of spelling dictionary.  It contains many common words third graders may use in their daily writing.  There is also room for students to add new words.
Each child keeps a Quick Words book in their desk to assist with writing and spelling.  
R
Read to Your Child – You are a great model for your child.  Everyone loves to be read to.  This is a great opportunity to model fluency and expression.
Reading Levels – Student reading levels will be assessed three times a year using the county standards.  However, anecdotal notes will be taken during small reading groups.
Recycling- Our class will be recycling paper from our classroom.  

Report Cards – Report cards are issued four times a year, every nine weeks. 

Room Parent – Our room parent is Mrs. Phillips!  Thank you so much for volunteering!  She will be contacting you regarding help with class parties and other class activities.

S
Snack – We will have snack daily.  Students are responsible for bringing their own snack.  Students should only bring ONE snack each day.  Please provide your child with a healthy snack.  Students may also bring water if they like.  Students may not bring juice, Kool-Aid, Capri Sun, sports drinks, tea, or sodas.


Specials – We have specials each day from 9:40-10:25.  Specials will change every three days.  Be sure your child wears tennis shoes on our PE days.  

Spelling – We begin working on spelling the first day of school.  We will be learning spelling this year through Greek and Latin roots.  The spelling words will also go along with our listening center to assist students even more.
Social Studies/Science – Many of our Social Studies and Science AKS overlap.  Please refer to the web site for the specific concepts covered in third grade.  

T
Testing – Please refer to Benchmark, CoGAT, ITBS, and CRCT for testing information.


Transportation – Please be sure your child knows how they are getting home (or to daycare) everyday.  If your child should have to change the way in which they go home, I must have this information in writing from you.  We are unable to accept this information by email.  Please put a note in your child’s daily folder addressing how they should go home.  Thank you.

V
Valentine’s Day – We will exchange Valentine’s on Valentine’s Day.  Please have your child make a Valentine (they can be the store bought cards or homemade) for every child in the class.  Please also have your child decorate a shoebox or cereal box to receive their Valentine’s.

W
Website- Please visit our class website frequently for updates in curriculum, newsletters, and more.  http://sappsclass.weebly.com
Wish List – We have an ongoing wish list of items we use often or items we would love to have for our classroom.  Thank you to those of you who have already sent items in.


Writer’s Workshop– Writing is a huge part of our curriculum.  We have Writer’s Workshop every day.  This year we will cover the four different types of writing; persuasive, response, informational, and narrative. 
Work Habits –We work really hard on this from putting our name on all of our papers, to keeping our desk neat, to keeping up with our materials.  It is an on-going process, but it is essential for educational success.
XYZ
Your Support – Thank you so much for your support.  I could not do what I do without you.


Mrs. Carol Yochem- is the counselor for third grade.  Please feel free to contact her at anytime with questions or concerns regarding your child.  She can be reached at (678) 344-6100 or by email:


carol_yochem@gwinnett.k12.ga.us
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